Why was Kaylee Elaine Wilson 11 weeks pre-mature?

(Explanation 12/98)

What started out as their first Thanksgiving in their new home, turned out to be a day they will never forget.  On November 26th, at 3:13pm Stephen and Janine became the proud parents of a beautiful baby girl.  Kaylee Elaine Wilson wanted into this world at only 29 weeks and weighed in at 2lbs 1/2oz and 14 1/4 inches.  She’s tiny but mighty.  She has a full head of hair and beautiful skin coloring.  Although Kaylee is doing well now, the events leading up to her birth were quite scary for everyone.

Thanksgiving morning Janine wasn’t feeling well so she decided to lie down and rest for a little while before the big day.  When Stephen checked in on her at 10:00am she began to have seizures.  When Stephen saw that her jaw was clenched shut, blood was coming from her mouth, and her face was turning blue from lack of oxygen, he realized she was having a seizure.  Stephen had Janine’s father, Ray, call 911 while Stephen and Janine’s mother, Shirley, comforted Janine in an attempt to keep her calm.  Before Ray got off the phone, the ambulance was at the house.  They immediately transported Janine to Mercy Folsom Hospital where Dr. Lynch met them.  After having another seizure at the hospital, Dr. Lynch decided to transfer Janine to UC Davis Medical Center in Sacramento where they performed an emergency cesarean section -- it took all of about 10 minutes after the decision was made.

Janine’s condition was determined to be Eclampsia, also known as Toxemia.  To this day doctors are unsure what causes some women to get this condition during pregnancy.  The effects are a tremendous amount of swelling throughout the whole body (mainly in the hands, feet, and face) and high blood pressure.  Janine, unfortunately, acquired a severe case of Eclampsia earlier than most women which led to her having seizures.  Doctors have found the only cure for this condition is delivery of the baby.  

Janine remained in the hospital for one week while the doctors made many efforts to get her blood pressure under control.  At one point it got as high as 210/113, so Janine will be taking daily medication until it is maintained.  It will take weeks before she is completely healed from this major surgery and back to her old self.

The doctors say that Kaylee may have to stay in the hospital until her original due date of February 5, 1999.  In order to leave the hospital they like to see the preemie babies gain weight and maintain it, maintain their body temperature, and be able to lift their head so they don’t suffocate.  At the rate she is progressing now we actually hope to bring her home in mid January.

We want to thank everyone who called and visited the hospital.  We truly appreciate all the well wishes, prayers, and gifts that were received.  We will continue to visit Kaylee in the hospital on a daily basis and eagerly await the day we can bring her home.
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